	Application Recommended for Refusal
	APP/2010/0601

	Briercliffe Ward


	Work to trees covered by Tree Preservation Order

	Application to fell one T9 Beech tree covered by the Burnley (Halifax Road, Briercliffe) Tree Preservation Order 1984

	66 HALIFAX ROAD, BRIERCLIFFE


Background:

The proposal is to fell a mature beech tree. 
Summary of Reason for Decision:

The development is generally in accordance with the Development Plan, in particular the policies listed below, and there are no other material considerations to indicate that planning permission should not be granted:

Relevant Policies:

Burnley Local Plan Second Review

E6 -Trees, hedgerows and woodlands
Site History:

None.
Consultation Responses:
Parish Council – The information submitted is not sufficient enough to fell a mature tree.
Green Spaces and Amenities – The beech tree is approaching maturity. It appears to be quite vigorous for its position, in the corner of a small front garden. There is nothing obvious to suggest that there are any reasons for removing this tree on tree health grounds.
The applicants are concerned about tree’s potential for structural damage. Beech are quite shallow rooted trees and there were no obvious signs of structural damage to the property. A report from a structural engineer was suggested to the applicants.
There was unevenness to the garden wall and garden footpath which could possibly be attributed to tree roots.

Some of the branches from the tree encroach on to the highway and may require pruning to allow statutory highway clearance.

Some careful crown reduction will help alleviate the problems of encroachment towards the house and highway. Any reduction work should be restricted to no more than 30% overall reduction of the crown.

Planning and Environmental Considerations:
The proposal involves the felling of one beech tree in the front garden of the property.
The only consideration is whether there is adequate justification to fell the tree.
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                                       beech tree the subject of this application
The applicant states that the tree has the potential to cause structural damage to the house due to its position close to the property. They say that the tree has resulted in some associated structural damage to the retaining wall to the sides of the driveway.
There is some unevenness to the garden wall and garden footpath which could possibly be attributed to tree roots.

Beech trees are quite shallow rooted; the tree appears to be structurally sound and there are no obvious signs of dead wood, disease or decay. If the applicants are concerned about damage to the property they should obtain a report from a structural engineer.
Some of the branches encroach onto the highway and may require pruning to allow statutory highway clearance. This can be carried out without the need for an application to prune the tree. Some careful crown reduction would help alleviate any problems with encroachment towards the house (no more than a 30% overall reduction of the crown); the applicants could apply for consent to prune the tree.

There is not adequate justification to fell the tree; the tree is considered to be visual amenity value and it is therefore considered that the applicants be declined consent to fell the tree.

Recommendation:
Refusal for the following reason.
Reason for refusal:

1.
The beech tree makes a significant contribution to visual amenity and no adequate justification has been submitted for the felling of the tree. The proposal is therefore considered to be contrary to policy E6 of the Burnley Local Plan Second Review.
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