	Application Recommended for Approval
	APP/2006/1100

	Whittlefield with Ightenhill Ward


	Work to trees covered by Tree Preservation Order

	Proposed works to pruning of trees overhanging Padiham Road and footpath

	GAWTHORPE EDGE PADIHAM ROAD  BURNLEY


Background:

The application is to carry out pruning work to various trees bordering the Gawthorpe Edge Park site with Padiham Road. The trees are subject to a Tree Preservation Order.

No objections have been received.

Summary of Reason for Decision:

The development is generally in accordance with the Development Plan, in particular the policies listed below, and there are no other material considerations to indicate that planning permission should not be granted:

Relevant Policies:

Burnley Local Plan Second Review

E6 - trees, hedgerows and woodlands
Site History:

None relevant

Consultation Responses:
Green Spaces and Amenities: If the trees are pruned to the statutory minimum height as stated in the application, using approved pruning techniques, in accordance with BS 3998, there should be no adverse effects to the long term health of the trees.

1 letter of support from a neighbour, as children waiting for the bus at Whitegate turning circle climb the fence and then onto the trees via the lower branches. Pruning of the lower branches will stop this nuisance factor and help safety factor on the children’s behalf.

Planning and Environmental Considerations:
The proposal is to carry out various pruning work to the trees bordering the application site with Padiham Road. The applicant’s justification for the tree work is to comply with the requirement of Lancashire County Council Highways, which states that branches must be a minimum of 2.1m above footway level and 5.5m above road level.

The main issue to consider is whether the tree work is necessary.

The trees bordering the site with Padiham Road stretch from the Whitegate turning circle to All Saints Close, measuring a total 226m. All of the trees play an important role of screening Gawthorpe Edge residential park with Padiham Road. They also have great amenity value on this stretch of Padiham Road.

Upon site inspection however, it became clear that some pruning of lower branches is required. The site is adjacent to a Quality Bus Route, with buses, some of which are double-decker sized, frequently passing the site. Provided the tree work is carried out to the minimum required height as stated in the application, the overall shape of the trees will be retained, which is acceptable.
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The proposal complies with the above Local Plan policies and is considered acceptable.

Recommendation:
That planning permission be granted subject to the standard tree conditions.
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